
The Lowdown on Pronouns: 
Insights and Advice from Queer Students



Why should you care about using correct pronouns and 
gendered terms for your students? 

• Professional Respect 

• Making class comfortable and safe for everyone



Advice

• Default to they/them 
• Invite adding pronouns to name tags
• Canvas can display pronouns!
• Practice! (with animals, etc.) 
• Know that pronouns and genders change
• Pre-class surveys are safer than public shareouts



Oh no! I misgendered someone! Now what? 

• Don’t make it a big deal
• Don’t make it about you or your shame/guilt
• Treat it like any other wrong word use
• Correct it and move on



Questions? 

We appreciate the time and effort you put into learning 
about this. 

Thank You! 


