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Toxic Racism

• Concerns over environmental racism emerged in the 
1980s when hazardous waste and toxic disposal policies 
intersected with civil rights.



Key Terms

• Environmental Justice

– “fair treatment of 
people of all races, 
cultures, and incomes 
with respect to the 
development, 
implementation and 
enforcement of all 
environmental laws and 
policies and their 
meaningful 
involvement in the 
decision making 
processes of the 
government.”



Key Terms

• Environmental racism
– The unfair treatment and meaningless involvement of 

people in the development, implementation, and 
enforcement of environmental laws and policies 
because of their race.



My Racial Illiteracy

• 1987, I interned at Stewart Warner Southwind in 
Indianapolis, IN.

http://www.stewart-warner.com/index.html












The Dickensesque metaphor keeps echoing



A tale of two riversides











Scientific Racism

• Although social scientists have pursued 
[environmental racism] with the stated goal of 
contributing to more informed policy making, 
unspoken political projects lurk beneath the 
surface of scientific inquiry” (p. 142).

• Pulido, Laura. 1996.  A CRITICAL REVIEW OF 
THE METHODOLOGY OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
RACISM RESEARCH. Antipode 28(2): 142-159.



Scientific Racism

• “Instead, the power to claim the existence of [env. 
Racism] has been appropriated by academics, who 
by the process of operationalization and 
adherence to methodological rigor have 
transformed an inherently complex and 
contradictory [paradoxical] ideology and set of 
practices (racism) in an either/or situation….a 
monolithic understanding of racism” (p. 148).

• Pulido, Laura. 1996.  A CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE 
METHODOLOGY OF ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM 
RESEARCH. Antipode 28(2): 142-159.



A tale of two riversides



Not all pollution is
Created equally.

A tale of two riversides













Where we’re from exercise

• Past experiences shape 
our perceptions and 
reactions.

• Understanding your 
unique background 
and others can help us 
see how diversity is a 
positive asset for our 
organization.



Where we’re from exercise

• I am from the _______ (home 
description… adjective, adjective, 
sensory detail).

• I am from _______ (family 
tradition) and _______ (family 
trait), from _______ (name of 
family member) and _______ 
(another family name) and 
_______ (family name).

• I’m from _______ (place of birth 
and family ancestry), _______ (two 
food items representing your 
family).



Ruckenfigur by Glenn Ligon, 2009.

http://www.npr.org/2011/05/08/136022514/glenn-ligon-reframes-history-in-the-art-of-america
http://www.npr.org/2011/05/08/136022514/glenn-ligon-reframes-history-in-the-art-of-america
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